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Week of March 25, 1974 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


The Federation of Organized Trades and Labor Unions, later to 
become the American Federation of Labor, was organized in November 1881, 
in Pittsburgh, according to the U.S. Department of Labor. 
x* * & 
The first written contract between coal miners and operators, signed 
July 29, 1870, provided for a sliding scale of pay, based on the price 
of coal, according to “Important Events in American Labor History," 


a U.S. Department of Labor publication. 


x* * & 
The Triangle Waist Co. fire in New York in 1911 caused the death 
of 146 workers and led to a move for improvement of factory conditions, 
according to “Important Events in American Labor History," a U.S. Depart- 


ment of Labor publication. 


Massachusetts adopted the first minimum wage act for women and minors 
in 1912, according to "Important Events in American Labor History," a 
U.S. Department of Labor publication. 


x eek 


The U.S. Department of Labor was established by law in 1913. 


x * & 








